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New NIH Other Support and 
Biosketch Rules 

• NIH Guide Notice NOT-OD-21-073
– Outlines updates to the Biosketch and Other Support 

format page templates used as attachments in current 
application packages and RPPRs

– Updates are revisions to forms and instructions; they do 
not change the policies for Biosketch or Other Support

• Due dates on or after May 25, 2021 (even if 
submitted early): 
– Any Competitive Application with a due date on or after May 25, 

2021
– Research Performance Progress Report (RPPR) due on or after 

May 25, 2021
– Just-in-Time submissions

• NIH will not withdraw applications with old Biosketch
formats until January 25, 2022
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-073.html


NOT-OD-21-073

• What do departments need to know:
– New templates: Biosketch & Other Support
– Key Personnel need to sign their Other 

Support pages
– Supporting documentation (agreements, 

contracts) will need to be submitted with JIT & 
RPPRs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NIH is firm on the requirement that PIs must sign their Other Support.--SignaturesQ: What types of signatures will be allowed? Digital/Adobe Secure/"wet“? A: Digitally certified (e.g., Adobe DocuSign) and wet signatures will be allowed. Q: When you say Adobe signature, do you mean the digital signature with the time stamp?A: Yes. Adobe signature means the digital signature specific to an individual (in this case a faculty member) with the time stamp.Q: Will we have access to DocuSign?A: No, not at this time – that is, not able to route a PI’s signed Other Support directly to SR via DocuSign. It is an option that we will consider for the future.Q: If a PI signs the OS for a JIT submission in, say, June and what if nothing changed for another JIT submission in July, can we leave the signature as-is or do we need them to update the OS with a fresh signature? Does the signature date only last a set amount of time? e.g., 30 days?A: You need to updated the OS; it needs to be a current signature.



Northwestern’s Phased Roll-in
• June 18: Start using new Biosketch

template

• August 25: Start using new Other Support 
template + signatures

• January 25: Any required supporting 
documentation must be attached to JIT 
and RPPRs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q: We’ve instructed faculty with June RPPRs to use the new Other Support documents. I assume it is okay to use this new document before August 25th?A: Yes, absolutely--Q: Can you clarify why Northwestern is REQUIRING the new biosketch format to be used on this shortened timeframe given that NIH has stated that there's a grace period until January 2022?A: We want to make sure that we’re in accord BEFORE NIH requirements go into effect. 



Biosketch Changes
• Section B “Positions and Honors”

– Renamed “Positions, Scientific Appointments and 
Honors”

– Order is now reverse chronological order

• Section D 
– Removed from the non-Fellowship biosketch
– For the Fellowship Biosketch, that same section has 

been updated to remove “Research Support”
– Instead, provide details of applicable ongoing and 

completed research projects from the past 3 years in 
the personal statement (Section A) if desired
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Biosketch Changes
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Reverse 
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Other Support Changes
• Outside consulting must be listed in Other Support 

when the PD/PI or other senior/key personnel will 
be conducting research as part of the consulting 
activities. 
– Non-research consulting activities are not considered 

Other Support.

• PIs and other Senior/Key Personnel must sign 
their “Other Support” form to personally certify that 
it is accurate and complete

• After award, any previously undisclosed Other 
Support must be immediately reported. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Effective May 25, 2021When a recipient organization discovers that a PI or other Senior/Key personnel on an active NIH grant failed to disclose Other Support information outside of Just-in-Time or the RPPR, as applicable, the recipient must submit updated Other Support to the Grants Management Specialist named in the Notice of Award as soon as it becomes known.



Other Support Changes
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Certification 
& Signature

IN-KIND 
section

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q: How will you assure the accuracy of the other support other than by reviewing the paperwork provided by the faculty?A: We have to trust faculty signature and certification and accept faculty member’s disclosure for anything not in our system.Q: Will NUCOI (or another central office) collect consulting agreements as part of the disclosure process or will there be a proactive prompt to departments as to which PIs have arrangements?A: NUCOI doesn’t have a mandate to do that.



Supporting Documentation for 
Foreign Activities & Resources

• Complete copies of the investigator’s foreign 
contracts, grants, or any other agreements 
related to the investigator’s foreign 
appointments and/or employment with a 
foreign institutions must be submitted

• Translated copies must be provided if the 
originals are not in English.

• Machine-read translations are acceptable.
• The cost of translating these documents is 

not allowed as a direct charge to the grant.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Foreign institutions = Foreign Institutions of Higher Education, Foreign Research Institutes, Foreign Governments



Gift vs. Sponsored Award
• Gifts do not need to be included in Other 

Support

• NIH Gift Definition: Gifts are resources 
provided where there is no expectation of 
anything (e.g. time, services, specific 
research activities, money, etc.) in return.  An 
item or service given with the expectation of 
an associated time commitment is not a gift 
and is instead an in-kind contribution and 
must be reported as Other Support.
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NOT-OD-21-073 Summary
Format Page Changes
Biographical Sketch 
Format Page

Section B ‘Positions and Honors’ has been renamed ‘Positions, 
Scientific Appointments, and Honors’.
For the non-Fellowship Biosketch, Section D. has been removed.
For the Fellowship Biosketch, Section D has been updated to 
remove ‘Research Support.’
As applicable, all applicants may include details on ongoing and 
completed research projects from the past three years that they 
want to draw attention to within the personal statement, 
Section A.

Other Support Format 
Page

The format page has been re-organized to separate funded 
projects from in-kind contributions.
Signature block added, for Program Director/Principal 
Investigator or Other Senior/Key Personnel to certify the 
accuracy of the information submitted. Each PD/PI or 
senior/key personnel must electronically sign their respective 
Other Support form as a PDF prior to submission.
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Faculty self-assess their activities & 
relationships given updated Biosketch 

and Other Support requirements

Faculty gather agreements underlying 
foreign Other Support & Appts / 

Pos’ns.

Supporting Documentation is 
NOT required

Agreement included in repository for 
research administrators to access

Research administrators append 
agreements to Other Support at JIT / 
RPPR & secures faculty signature on 

Other Support page

SR confirms documentation & 
signature on Other Support page

JIT / RPPR submitted

Supporting Documentation 
IS required

Does the activity 
constitute Other 

Support?

Is the activity an 
Appointment 
or Position?

Include the Appointment / 
Position in Biosketch

Include the Activity in Other 
Support

Foreign IHE, foreign 
research institution, or 

foreign gov’t?

YES

YES

NO

YES

Activity does not need to be 
accounted for in Biosketch or 

Other Support

NO

NO
**

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q: How will this be communicated to faculty?A: Couple of different strategies teed up, including this decision tree.



Northwestern Guidance

• If discrepancies are identified during 
Sponsored Research review, the O/S will 
be returned for correction, requiring a new 
signature/certification. 

• Signatures must Adobe-certified or original 
signatures.

• Do not upload expired agreements.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Advance preparation is necessary. If discrepancies are identified during Sponsored Research review, the O/S will be returned for correction, requiring a new signature/certification. Pending agreements will need to be submitted to the NIH (grants management specialist) when they become active.



Best Practices: PI Preparation
• Locate copies of all of your active foreign award documents (funded 

or unfunded) that could reasonably meet the test of “related to/in 
support of” your research. 
– Note: This may include incoming material transfer agreements (MTA) or 

data use agreements (DUA) as well as grants and contracts. 
• Locate copies of all your foreign appointment letters, foreign 

employment contracts, foreign contract and grant or other support 
documents, and have them translated if needed.

• Review your consulting arrangements (foreign or domestic) and gifts 
(foreign or domestic) to determine if those involve research and 
therefore need to be reported. 
– If yes AND with a foreign institution, locate a copy of those agreements. 

• Create an electronic repository to be able to quickly access these 
documents when needed.  Add new documents as you receive new 
funding or undertake new arrangements. 

• Identify anyone who will be on your existing or future NIH proposals 
who would meet the definition of “Senior/Key Personnel” and ensure 
they take the same preparatory steps.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q: What is “in kind” support?A: Things available to the PI, but not the whole world. Things that are accessible to the public do not need to be included as Other Support. Faculty and PI’s should recognize the term “in kind”.



Questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q: Should we consider revising the annual disclosure surveys to address for example whether research is involved in the consulting activity?A: NUCOI will take revising the form into consideration.Q: What does "may" need to be included mean related to MTA/DUA?A: It depends on how unique the thing is that is being received and how broad the MTA/DUA is. If the material or data is uniquely available to the investigator, then it’s (likely) in-kind. See the NIH FAQ for more information. Q: What will SR's review of other support be now?  A: SR does currently review other support and will continue to do so. Q: Has there been any confirmation that AHRQ is following NIH in these bio and OS changes?A: Not sure. TBD.Q: Do all Completed projects/awards need to be included?A: No, if there is no overlap of time from the old (completed) project and the new project.Q: For the other significant contributors on the grant, do we need to list them as in-kind contribution on the other support?A: It depends.
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